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wife eventually fuse in a manner that is not at all true of the initial
period. Finally, there is the factor of the time required for the ad-
justment of two persons who were usually virtual strangers before
the marriage.
Relatives on both sides see in a marriage that fails a threat not only
to original investment but to future good feeling and cooperation
of all types between the two families. Hence the husband and wife
are usually made to feel that a breakup is a defeat and implies some
deficiency on the part of one or both of them. When a dissolution
of one marriage is not only an economic inconvenience but also im-
perils other marriages between two family groups, the elders and all
the brothers and sisters involved do their best to reconcile the es-
tranged pair, and each side admonishes its representative to mend
his or her ways. If the whole security, economic and otherwise, of
the individual depends upon the full affection and support of his
immediate and clan relatives, such sanctions are exceedingly power-
ful. Today, in the regions where white influence has been strongest,
all the family and clan pressures whereby individuals were to some
extent kept in line are beginning to lose their power. A returned
boarding-school boy who has had the experience of living apart from
his relatives, who speaks English, and can get along in the white
world may take a job in a white town off the Reservation until the
storm over his desertion of wife and children has blown over.
For other reasons, too, divorce is probably a bit more frequent at
present than it was a generation or two ago. Navahos are generally
under more severe pressures. Because they are uneasy and worried,
they are irritable and more touchy in all human relations,! The con-
flict between the old Navaho pattern of marriage and the white
conception of romantic love and individual choice which the young
people are learning in school probably adds another strain.
Remarriage may follow rather quickly after "divorce." In the
event of death, the survivor is expected to wait a decent interval
(two years according to old custom but often a shorter time now)
and is threatened with visitations of the ghost of the deceased if this
waiting period is not observed. The new mate is commonly a sister
or brother (full, or from the extended family or clan) of the dead
one. This is the preferred pattern and offers economic and other
advantages to both extended families. It may be followed even in
the case of divorce, unless enough bad feeling has grown up between